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Chemnitz, and Bebel was elected to the Constituent
Reichstag. Next year he and Liebknecht were elected to
the first Parliament of the North-German Confederation.
They still kept silence as to their Communistic projects;
but the cosmo-political revolutionist Liebknecht played the
part of a sorrowful patriot with remarkable vigour. " Since
your glorious re-organisation was effected," he exclaimed,
" foreign countries have rent morsel after morsel away from
Germany's body. Every German patriot is plunged into
profound grief when he reflects upon the events of last year.
But the day will come when you will have to measure your
forces against the greater ones of France. The history of
the world does not stand still \ it will advance over your
masterful achievement, the Northern Confederation, which
means nothing but the partition, subjugation and weaken-
ing of Germany; it will advance over this North German
Parliament, which is nothing more than the fig-leaf of
of absolutism." Schweitzer answered him: "We do not
intend to join Herr Liebknecht, his friends the dispossessed
Sovereigns, and envious foreign countries in ruining Prussia
and the North-German Confederation. Although we are
dissatisfied with our home affairs and wish to see them
fundamentally changed, we propose to remain where we are,
i.e., within the reconstructed Fatherland; those who stay
outside it may do as they choose. That is the difference
between them and us; and it is as well that it should be
clearly understood in this place."

The Social-Democratic fractions now had five represen-
tatives in Parliament, not very active or influential, truly;
still, their presence in the House served the purposes of
their party amongst the operatives, the majority of whom
are accustomed to accept phrases for truths, especially if
loudly and harshly uttered. Several other circumstances,